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SEPTEMBER 12, 2011 · 1:46 PM

Ansel Adams – Simple Black and White

Children get to explore an area outdoors and select an item they want to photo.
Tell them to explore all around them.  Things of interest may not only be at eye level but also on the ground or
above them.

Let the children take a close photo and a distant photo of thier chosen item.

Have them come up with a title for thier work that will be placed on the bottom of thier mounted photos.

Once developed they can mount them using double stick tape or stick glue.  Liquid glue may ruin the photo.
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Ansel Adams – Outdoor Photographs
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For this project each child was allowed to take a close up photo and a distant photo of the same thing.  Ansel
Adams took so many beautiful photographs in black and white of outdoor locations.  Try to use a courtyard or any
other outdoor location for this project.  If an outdoor location is just not possible bring in things to recreate an
outdoor natural look.  You could even bring in a bunch of leaves and twigs to take photos of.  Spread them around
on a sheet and have fun.  If indoors kids may even be able to “style” their own photographs.

Since there was only going to be one camera available for the class we did this project with we took a couple
children out of the room at a time.  The rest of the children stayed in the
classroom and worked on their “matte” for the finished photographs.  As a couple children would finish thier
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photo taking the next couple would go out to take thier photos and so on.

I had collected a lot of leaves in different shapes from my yard and brought them into class.  We had fall colored
crayons ready for the kids to use.  And, by the way, I brought in my own crayons from home with the paper peeled
off so the children could use them on their sides.  There was orange, yellow, brown, green and red crayons
available.   And several broken pieces of each color so no one really had to wait for a crayon to use.  I didn’t want
the kids to have to peel paper off thier own crayons.  We wanted to stick with the fall colors too.  And, they were all
organized into groups.

Leaves were placed on desks. The children were able to decide what shapes of leaves they liked.  Then, placing
leaves under white construction
paper they colored over the white paper.  The leaves shapes and veins started coming through the paper.   The
idea was to use different crayon colors in different areas of the paper.  Of course colors could repeat on the page.
 And definitely ok if colors touched.

After the page was full of color with shapes of leaves popping through the children glued on two pieces of matting,
cut from construction paper already, onto the white
construction paper.  This is where the finished photos would eventually be glued on DURING THE NEXT CLASS. 
Since the pictures needed to be developed it was impossible to finish this part during the class.

Next I had several Ansel Adams quotes printed and cut out.  Each child was allowed to pick out three that they
liked.  Using a glue stick the children placed the quotes and glued them down to the picture wherever they wanted
to.   The final step is to glue the white construction paper (now filled with color and leaf prints) onto another piece
of construction paper to look like it is framed.  For the matting of the pictures and the frame I stuck with a soft
gray.  I didn’t want to overpower the photos that were going to be the focal point of the project.

The final step takes just a moment during the next class.  Each child is given back their background and their two
photographs.  Using double stick take they tape their photos onto the little mattes.

We had the photos developed on matte paper instead of glossy.

In case you want to use the Ansel Adams quotes I found they are:
“A true photograph need not be explained, nor can it be contained in words.”  ”There are no rules for good
photographs, there are only good photographers.”  “A great photograph is one that fully expresses what one feels,
in the deepest sense, about what is being photographed.” ”A good photograph is knowing where to stand.”  ”A
photograph is usually looked at – seldom looked into.”   “Photography is more than a medium for factual
communication of ideas.  It is a creative art.”  ”There are always two people in every picture: the photographer and
the  viewer.”  ”Not everybody trusts paintings but people believe photographs.”  ”A great photograph is one that
fully expresses what one feels, in the deepest sense, about what is being photographed.”
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