March 2010: art appreciation for Ms. Burns

· Good Morning -- I’m Giles’ mother

· Here for Art appreciation  (
· Remember Art appreciation is a two way process. The more you put into
 
our conversation the more fun it can be.

· I want to remind you to do three things: to look carefully at the pictures this morning and also think about what we’re looking at, and also talk about what we’re looking at.  (with raised hands, of course!)
· I have a quick question:  Why do we look at old paintings?

· like them

· interesting to see what artists produced many years ago

· sometimes very different from today’s art, that’s fascinating to think of such a different world
· sometimes tell us a lot about the time and the place in which they were made.  Great information for people who like history.
· Today we’re going to look at 2 paintings by two different, but similar artists.

· These 2 artists were both American and alive/working during colonial
 years.  So keep in mind all that you know about that time.
· Both artists produced paintings that are called: narrative paintings.  

· Narrative?  What does that mean?

= telling a story
Why might you have needed narrative paintings? 

Were there cameras, photographs, television in colonial times?!

· Let’s look at today’s pictures… our “reproductions”

· Rather than my telling you about these painting. I want us to see if we can still
 read the narrative.  
· So let’s have a few minutes of looking closely and thinking  (no talking!)
· Half of the class is going to look at this painting by Benjamin West

· And, the other half of the class is going to look at the other painting by John

 
Copley.

· Here’s some rough paper so you can jot down some notes for yourself so

 
you don’t forget what you want to say.  
· After we’ve had some time to look we’re going to talk about one painting first, and then the other.

OK…. Ready to talk?  

Benjamin WEST -- 1738-1820
· What’s happening?

· What would be a good title?  

· Are all the people clothed?  Are they wearing the same thing?  Why?  Or Why not?

· Who’s winning?

· Can you see the smoke from the cannons?  And the guns and swords that are being used by men one-on-one.

· Any women?  Any children?

· How big do you think the original might be? (7 x 5 feet!!!)

· Who would West have painting this for?

· Did you know that years ago artists painted pictures that they were 
commissioned to paint, and really didn’t paint just what they wanted to paint.

Narrative = 

· Benjamin West was born in America, in Pennsylvania.  By the age of 12 he was already a very talented, professional painter and by 20 he was famous throughout NY and PA.

· Age 22 he traveled to Italy to study art.  A few years later he moved to live in London, England.
· Continued to paint and enjoyed fame and popularity in England.  He became friends with the King of England – George III.

· This paining -- called Battle of La Hogue – was commissioned by the King of England.  It shows a sea battle that took place about 90 years earlier in the sea between England and France.
· The English admiral is the calm figure in a red coat.  The frightened man in blue (who’s lost his wig) symbolizes France.  England won the battle and defended the French and the King of England wanted a big painting that showed the win and celebrated the strength of the English.  

Did we do a good job of reading the narrative?

Quick question before we look at our second painting: 
Do you like this?  Raise your hands.

OK, let’s talk about our other painting.  This one is by John Copley.  1738-1815

· Also a narrative painting

· What’s happening?  

· Can you see the shark?  

· Can we tell the age of the man in the water?  

· How big do you think is the painting?

· How are the men trying to rescue the man in the water.

· Do you think they were successful?

· Is it dramatic?  What techniques does Copley use to heighten the drama?  (e.g. light/dark, composition)

· Have you thought about the African American in the painting?  Why was he included?  
· Any the women?

· Who might have commissioned this painting?  Why?

Narrative = 

· Copley was also an American artist, born in Boston, and was admired as an artist.  He knew Benjamin West. West encouraged him to come to London and was often introduced him to influential people.  Also, Copley’s family were Loyalists and that also encouraged his moving to and living in London.  
· Painting shows the scene of a young boy who is taking an early morning swim in the harbor of Havana, Cuba… (in 1749).  Brook was an English orphan who had been sent to live with in the US with a relative who was a trading merchant.  Here he’s was working on one of the trading ships.

· Attached by a huge, vicious shark

· Crew comes to rescue him in a small boat
· 14 year old Brook Watson was saved!  

· Watson  lost his leg to the shark and was later fitted with a wooden leg.  
· Terrifying scene.  Very dramatic.  Exciting.  
· Huge painting -- 6 x 8 ½ feet!

· He grew up to be an important merchant and government member.  

· It was painted in 1778 i.e. 29 years after the attack.  

· He wanted his story of danger, courage and survival to be remembered and celebrated.  He commissioned the painting!
· The story is also written the frame of the painting and there’s an inscription that reads “might serve a most useful lesson to youth” about the risks of foolish behavior.

Did we do a good job of reading the narrative?

Do you like it?  Raise your hands.

Have you had a really scary experience.  Something that really frightened you?  

Would you draw a picture about it?  Or write about it?

